
	
	
 

 
75 Francis Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02115-6110 

	

  
  
Sep 22, 2022 
 
 
Dear Haemonetics, SCC Soft Computer, Sunquest and WellSky, 
 
As leaders in healthcare, we as members of the Massachusetts General Brigham (Massachusetts General 
Hospital, Brigham and Women’s Hospital and affiliated hospitals) system seek to adopt new technology to 
improve the safety and operational efficiency of our blood banks. The exchange of red blood cell (RBC) 
alloantibody information between hospitals through vendor collaboration, as proposed by the Alloantibody 
Exchange, is one such innovation. 
 
Nationwide hospital access to antibody data between hospitals will (1) improve transfusion safety through 
shared knowledge of potentially undetectable evanescent antibodies, (2) improve blood bank efficiency in 
acquiring patient alloantibody histories, (3) allow more thorough patient RBC antibody histories, and (4) 
allow for secure and timely transmission of up-to-date patient histories, currently done via phone.  
 
The ability to securely share patient information between hospital systems would allow us to provide 
valuable red blood cell alloantibody information to institutions that would normally not have access to this 
type of information. A 10-year study in the Netherlands, which adopted an alloantibody registry (TRIX) in 
2007, coincided with a 50% reduction in delayed hemolytic transfusion reactions.  
 
Our hospitals and affiliates utilize these blood bank information systems and, as your clients, we are writing 
this letter to express the utmost importance of developing and being a part of a United States-wide RBC 
Alloantibody Exchange as a patient safety initiative. We urge you to consider implementing tools into your 
software such that our participation in this innovative antibody exchange is possible for our centers to be 
able to provide the best possible transfusion care for patients with antibodies.  
 
All the best, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sean Stowell MD PhD 
(on behalf the Joint Program in Transfusion Medicine/Harvard Medical School) 
Medical Director, Apheresis Center 
Joint Program in Transfusion Medicine 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital 
Harvard Medical School 
630E New Research Building 
77 Avenue Louis Pasteur  
Boston, MA 02115 
srstowell@bwh.harvard.edu 
 


